A  PRECIOUS   MEMENTO

by Charles Ricketts, was a collection of miscellaneous
essays of which, perhaps, the most important was that
on the work of Edward Cracroft Lefroy. Nor must I
forget the plays of Oscar Wilde, which appeared, while
Mathews and Lane were still in partnership, in quarto
volumes beautifully printed on hand-made paper and
bound in a delicate puce-coloured cloth.

Other  books  that  belong  to   this  period  were  two
volumes  by  Frederick Wedmore   entitled  Pastorals  of
France and Renunciations, The Rhythm of Life, a volume
of essays   by Alice Meynell, Pagan Papers by Kenneth
Grahame, some of the essays in which afterwards re-
appeared  in   The   Golden  Age,     Pagan   Papers had an
exquisite title-page by Aubrey Beardsley and must now
be one of the rarities of literature.     I also recall two
other really distinguished collections of essays, one, by
W. P. James,  entitled Romantic Professions,  the other,
Books and Plays, by Allan Monkhouse, of which all that
I now remember is an excellent study of George Borrow.
Then, of course, there were the Prose Fancies of Richard
Le Gallienne, delicate, tender, sensitive musings, half-
dream, half-reminiscence.     I do not know whether this
volume is still in print.     If not, the day will surely come
when it will again be given to the world.     Such jewels
as 'A  Spring Morning',  'Good Bishop Valentine',  *A
Borrowed Sovereign1, and,  most   pathetically beautiful
of them all, 'White Soul', must not be allowed to die.
This book, which I cherish as a precious memento of
an old friend and of days long past but not forgotten,
was enriched by an admirable lithographed portrait of
the  author  by  R.  Wilson   Steer.     The  Religion  of a
Literary Man, with an epistolary dedication to A.  E.
Fletcher of the Daily Chronicle, was another book which
appeared from Le Gallienne's pen about this time.
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